H omalopsid snakes are aquatic rear-fanged snakes that inhabit freshwater, brackish water, and marine environments from Pakistan's Indus River east ward to Queensland, Australia. While a few live in flowing streams with clear water and rocky bottoms, most live in the muddy habitats created by Himalayan silt flowing to the seas of Southeast Asia. Many feed on fish, but a few have adapted to feeding on crustaceans and some are commensal with crustaceans living in their burrows. The Indochinese Peninsula and Sunda Shelf contain the greatest species diversity, and the history of these snakes is closely tied to the changing landscape of Southeast Asia. Homalopsid Snakes: Evolution in the Mud is the only available book on these aquatic reptiles and the first comprehensive review of the group in 35 years. It contains species accounts, summaries of the field work, and photographs of the snakes and their morphology which can only be found in this book. Here is a well-written aid for both the amateur and professional herpetologist in the identification and husbandry of the snakes of Thailand. The first part is concerned with general aspects of husbandry and also offers specific suggestions regarding the care of snakes native to tropical Thailand. Climatic data for all regions of Thailand are offered and suggestions are made for their application to the care of Thai snakes. The second part of the book focuses on each of the snakes known to inhabit Thailand. The coloration, pattern, scale counts, diets and food preferences, natural habitats, and, wherever possible, the breeding habits of each are described. Specific suggestions are made for the care and housing of each genus and, in many cases, for individual species. A total of 164 color photographs, including 115 individual species and subspecies, are included. Also, a series of 36 detailed drawings highlight the characteristics of head scalations of 33 different Thai snakes.
GUIDE TO THE AMPHIBIANS AND REPTILES OF JAPAN
by Richard C. Goris & Norio Maeda Norio Maeda, Photographer Orig. Ed. 2004 296 pp. ISBN 1-57524-085-8 $79.50 Guide to the Amphibians and Reptiles of Japan covers all the herpetologically significant islands of the Japanese archipelago. Written for both amateur and professional herpetologists, it lists and describes all known species, giving the currently accepted scientific name, Japanese name, meaning of Japanese name, description for identification, range, and ways of distinguishing similar species. All but 9 of the 147 species are illustrated with color photographs suitable for identification, and range maps for all species are included. The annotated bibliography includes the few treatises in English and the major books in Japanese containing understandable illustrations. -89464-952-3 $152.25 Muhammad Sharif Khan presents the most authoritative illustrated compendium on Pakistan's amphibians and reptiles-a work with no peer in its geographic realm. The book represents the distillation of nearly 40 years of research. Most species are illustrated in full color, and the text includes identification keys, descriptions, natural history, and distribution maps. This is a valuable guide for zoos and institutions, reptile keepers, and natural history travelers in Pakistan. It will be useful not only in Pakistan but in all the surrounding countries, the general region, and beyond.
AMPHIBIANS AND REPTILES OF PAKISTAN
by Muhammad Sharif Khan-Foreword by Kraig Adler Orig. Ed. 2006 328 pp. ISBN 0
SEA SNAKES by Harold Heatwole
Copublished with the University of New South Wales Press 2nd Ed. 1999 166 pp. ISBN 1-57524-116-1 Paper $36.25 The sea is a habitat alien to most reptiles, and the adaptation of sea snakes to a marine existence is a fascinating chapter in biology. Sea Snakes describes the varieties and distributions of sea snakes, how they go about their daily lives underwater, what they eat and what eats them, and how they reproduce and grow. It also discusses how sea snakes cope with excess salt and scarcity of freshwater, and how they adjust to diving at depth and enduring long periods without breathing. The nature of their venom and how it functions in subduing large, active prey is also explained. Sea snakes interact with humans both in beneficial and in harmful ways. Harold Heatwole explains these and also discusses how we can best share the world with these beautiful and marvelous creatures. The book contains 34 color photographs.
A FIELD GUIDE TO THE AMPHIBIANS AND REPTILES OF BALI
by J. Lindley McKay Orig. Ed. 2006 146 pp. ISBN 1-57524-190-0 $45.50 There is more to Bali than beaches and traditional dances. Perched between the tropical rainforests of southeast Asia and the dry archipelago of eastern Indonesia, Bali has a diverse and prolific array of wildlife, including reptiles and amphibians. This beautifully presented, comprehensive guide has color photographs of every species, up-to-date information, keys to identification (in English and Bahasa Indonesia), and easy-to-use language throughout. It is designed for those with an interest in spectacular and elegant wildlife as much as those with a serious interest in herpetology.
